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that the Soviet Government may have to make terms tempor-
arily with the capitalists, but that the new position must be
treated as a jumping-off ground for a new attack on capitalism."
It is the essence of the Bolshevist creed that the movement
must be international, and Snowden does not believe that the
Bolsheviks, being fanatics, will be diverted from their purpose.
They will endeavour to get over their present difficulties by
securing assistance from other countries, but will return to the
attack at the earliest opportunity. The end being justified in
their opinion, they will have no scruples about going back on
their promises. In other words, they are not to be trusted
They are out to win by any means available.

I told L. G. that I had heard the same thing in America,
and Mrs. Snowden gave a graphic account of an interview
she had with Lenin. She asked him, " What course do
you take with the peasants who have property ? " He said,
" Oh, we deal with them quite easily. We stir up against them
peasants who have no property, and then (laughing heartily)
you don't have much more trouble with the property-possess-
ing peasants. They are very soon murdered."

" It was most revolting," said Mrs. Snowden, "to hear him
saying this and laughing heartily at the same time."

This talk seemed to surprise and somewhat depress L. G.,
who is bent on meeting the Russians at Genoa. Mrs. Snowden
said, " You will find they will put forward all sorts of im-
possible proposals. They are now busy drawing them up. They
are getting out a bill of costs against the Allies as a counter-
blast to the Allied claims for their pre-war loans. I believe the
total will be enormous and far exceed the Allied claims."

L. G. (looking much disgusted) : Well, if they are going
to act in that way, we shall not confer with them. We shall
have to confine ourselves to conferences with the French,
Germans, Italians, etc.. We shall have to try to settle reparations
and other similar matters. The Russians have acted very
foolishly. They have declined all reasonable proposals for a
settlement. Their first mistake was to decline the Prinkipo
suggestion,1

1 This was a proposal made by President Wilson in January 1919 tbat
representatives of all the Russian groups, including tke Bolsheviks, should meet